
A Selection of Interesting Match-tax Items
Brian H. Peters

The first item dates from the early years of the tax, 1918-1921.  In
place of the usual circular tax-paid mark, the box-panel was

stamped with a violet “38 / DIV” in two lines, representing the Inland
Revenue Division of Vancouver, British Columbia.
     The Con Jones mentioned on the matchbox was a prominent owner-
operator of a chain of pool-rooms in Vancouver.  His establishments
were well known for their sales of tobacco and candy.  “Don’t argue! 
Con Jones sells fresh tobacco”, was one of his regular advertising
slogans.  (See references.)

     The next two labels represent the two inscription varieties of the
early tax-paid marks: ‘Excise War Tax Paid’ and ‘War Excise Tax
Paid.’  They also demonstrate the May 1922 change in the rate for packs
of fifty matches from one cent to one-half cent

     Sometime in the months that followed the new 1922 rates, a decision
was made by the Revenue Department to delete the word ‘war’ from the 
tax-paid marks.  The first item below has ‘war’ deleted by a printed
black mark on the existing brown printing.  This is the only such item
that I have seen in thirty-five years.   The second label following is a
pre-May 1922 item that includes the word ‘war’ in the inscription.

     On the next label the new ‘Excise Tax Paid’ mark is inverted relative
to the rest of the text.  This is very unusual and scarce.

     In July 1927 the rate for the pocket-pack of fifty matches was
reduced from one-half cent to three-eighth of a cent.  In the example
below, the new tax was represented affixing an ‘Excise Tax Paid’
sticker to an advertising match-label for Canadian National Railways.

     The new, 1927 rates also required manufacturers to overprint new
tax-paid marks on existing boxes.  This was done in various ways, as is
shown by the following two panels from boxes of 400 matches each.
     The first is from the Canadian Match Company.  In this case, the old
four-cent ‘War Excise Tax’ mark at lower-right has been obscured by
a dark-blue square and a new, three-cent ‘Excise Tax’ mark has been
added over the red maple leaf at left-centre.
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     The second 1927 revaluation shown below is from the World Match
Corporation.  This company deleted the old four-cent ‘Excise Tax’ mark
with three black lines and printed the new three-cent mark at the far left.

     In June 1940, the tax rate per hundred matches was increased back
to one cent per hundred, with special rates for small packages.  Stocks
on hand at manufacturers were once again revalued to reflect the new
rates.
     Two of these 1940 revaluations from Eddy Match are shown here. 
The first is a book of twenty paper matches where the old rate is deleted
by an ‘X’ and the new rate added as part of the printed advertising.  The
second is a panel from a box of 300 wood matches where the old 2¼-
cent tax is overprinted with a black ‘3’.
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Issue Dates for Three Series of
Canada’s War and Excise Tax Stamps

– Addendum to CRN ¹ 57, June 2007 –

! A point of clarification: In the first paragraph under the heading
“George V War Tax”, the sentence beginning with “Finished stamps
were...” should read as “Initial supplies of at least three stamps in this
series were on sale by April 13 .”th

! New information: A detailed article by Gladstone Perry about
Canada’s 1915 War Tax stamps appeared in the April 29 , 1916, issueth

of Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News (Vol. 30, pp. 165-167).  It listed eight
denominations for the small George V War Tax stamps: 1, 2, 3, 5, 10,
13, 25 and 50-cent.  This information is consistent with the ABN letter
of March 31 , 1915, in which the Company noted that it had preparedst

plates for eight denominations.  Thus, the 4-cent stamp was evidently
issued after 1915, before mid-1918.  (In mid-1918, pairs of this stamp
were used for the tax on playing cards.) – Christopher D. Ryan

Match-tax References
! Greene, R., “Con Jones and the Don’t Argue tokens of Vancouver, B.C.,”
Numismatica Canada, Vol. 5, ¹ 3, September 2006, pp. 103-107.
! Ryan, C.D., “An Illustrated Chronicle of Canada’s Excise Stamp Tax on
Matches,” Canadian Revenue Newsletter, ¹ 30, March 2000, pp. 3-11; ¹ 33,
December 2000, pp. 4-8.

Fake Serial Numbers on Tobacco Stamps

Anumber of genuine, but unfinished, tobacco stamps have been
found with fake serial numbers.  The phoney numbers are violet in

a thin, 4 mm-tall gothic font.  Examples are illustrated below as taken
from Series 1883 coupon tobacco stamps:

  

  

For the most part, the fakes fall well above the range of legitimate serial
numbers as shown by the data in the table below. – John B. Harper

Stamp
Quantity† delivered by

BABN to Revenue Dept.

Fake Serial Number

Observed

35 lbs., Green
(Brandom M 367TP)

42,800 0944

60 lbs., Blue
(Brandom M 345TP)

77,945 727154

70 lbs., Green
(Brandom M 372TP)

7210 349401

100 lbs., Blue
(Brandom M 354TP)

19,280 78751

† Source: Crown versus BABN, “Case for Appeal to the Supreme Court of
Canada,” National Archives, RG 13, Vol. 2092, pp. 611-624.
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Figure 3: One-cent George V coil-stamp on a pocket-size box
of matches manufactured in the UK by Maguire, Paterson &
Palmer Ltd and imported into Canada at Montreal circa
1920-1921  (157% of actual size) (Courtesy of Brian Peters.)

Figure 1: Two-cent George V War Tax
stamp in coil form, issued 1915

Figure 2: One-cent George V War Tax
stamp in coil form, issued late-1920.

Canada’s George V War Tax Stamps in Coil Form
Christopher D. Ryan

The 2-cent George V War Tax stamp in coil form was issued in 1915. 
The 1-cent denomination was issued as a coil in late-1920.  The

latter stamp was prepared at the special request of a British match
manufacturer.

The Two-cent George V War Tax Coil Stamp

When first issued in 1915, the
2-cent George V War Tax
stamp was used for the taxes on
perfumery, patent medicines
and commercial paper.  The
price charged by the American
Bank Note Company, Ottawa
(ABN) for the coil version of
this stamp was set in 1915 at the
prevailing rate of 16 cents per
thousand for the basic stamps,
plus an extra 10 cents per thou-
sand stamps for forming them
into rolls.[1]  These two, dis-
tinct fees are reflected in Auditor General’s Reports in which the cost
of forming the rolls was itemized separately from the cost of the basic
stamps.  The cost of the rolling was given in these Reports as follows
for the respective fiscal years of April through March:

1915 – 1916 ! “Rolls, 2100 at 5¢ each; 28,000 at 2¢ each; 30,000 at
1¢ each; 20,000 at 4/5¢ each.”

1916 – 1917 ! “900 2¢ rolls at 5¢ each.”
1917 – 1918 ! “Rolls, 2400 at 5¢.”
1918 – 1919 ! “Rolls, 2600 at 5¢ each.”
1919 – 1920 ! “Rolls, 1000 at 5¢.” [2]

     The prices quoted above for the year 1915-16 correspond to rolls of
500, 200, 100 and 80 stamps, respectively.  In the subsequent years,
only rolls of 500 stamps are recorded.  Revenue Department publica-
tions from 1924 and 1926 listed only rolls of 500 stamps as being
available.[3]

The One-cent George V War Tax Coil Stamp

The coil version of the 1-cent
George V stamp (Figure 2) was
prepared in late-1920 at the re-
quest of a British match manu-
facturer, Maguire, Paterson &
Palmer Limited.[1]  The Com-
pany’s Canadian subsidiary was
incorporated in mid-October of
1920 with its head office at
Montreal, Quebec.  In late-Oc-
tober, it publicly announced its
entry into the Canadian match-
market and by November† was
importing large quantities of its
matches (Figure 3) into Canada.  These substantial importations
continued through March 1921.[4]  (See Tables 1 and 2.)
     Maguire, Paterson & Palmer had been formed in 1919 by the
combination of four smaller firms.[5]  Its 1920 entry into the Canadian
match market was a prelude to the establishment of its own factory at
Pembroke, Ontario.  This enterprise would take form later in 1921 as a
joint-venture with the Diamond Match Company of the United States,
Bryant & May Limited of Great Britain and local firms.  The new
Canadian company was incorporated under the title of Canadian Match

Company Limited.  It commenced production on December 12 , 1921,th

and distribution on February 1 , 1922.[1, 4]st

     The 1-cent coil stamp of 1920 was more expensive than its 2-cent
counterpart.  Due to increases in production costs since 1915, the extra
fee for the 1-cent coil was set by ABN at 20 cents per thousand stamps,
or 10 cents per roll of 500, while the fee for the old 2-cent coil was left
unchanged.  The initial order for the new 1-cent coil in rolls of 500 was
for 6000 rolls.  The second order was for 14,000 rolls.  Both orders,
totalling 10,000,000 stamps, were placed prior to December 12 ,th

1920.[1]
     Figures given by the Auditor General’s Report indicate that 37,810
rolls of 500 stamps each of the 1-cent coil (total of 18,905,000 stamps)
were purchased by the Revenue Department in the fiscal year 1920-
21.[2a-1922]  During that same year, matches worth a total of $121,700
were imported from Britain (Table 1).  A simple calculation yields a
value per box of approximately 0.0064 cents.  Inclusion of the $3015
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imported during 1921-22 increases the figure to 0.0066 cents per box. 
These amounts are consistent with wholesale prices of the period for the
standard pocket-boxes of 25 or 50 matches on which a 1-cent stamp was
required.[6]
     The purchases of the 1-cent coil made during 1920-21 were probably
the only quantities produced of this stamp.  In the Auditor General’s
Report for 1921-22, the sole entry for tax-stamps in “rolls” is for 2-cent
stamps.  The next year, 1922-23, the Report notes that a small purchase
of 436 rolls was made at $1.30 per roll.[2]
     The $1.30 per roll was a very high price compared to the 21 and 26
cents per roll of 500 paid in previous years for the 2-cent and 1-cent
stamps, respectively.  There may have been an error in the 1922-23
Report, or the purchase was of rolls of the new Two Leaf stamps‡, or
there was some other reason for the greatly increased price.
     The absence of 1-cent coil production after March 1921 is supported
by Revenue Department publications from 1924, 1926 and subsequent
years in which the stamp was not listed as available for use.[3]  In
addition, the 1925 and 1930 contracts between the bank note company
and the government, as well as the April 1921 tender for the 1922
contract, do not list this stamp amongst the requirements of the Revenue
Department.[8]  Finally, in a letter of December 11 , 1920, the Revenueth

Department had indicated that it did not anticipate any demand for this
stamp following its interim use by Maguire, Paterson & Palmer.[1]
     Following the 1920 repeal of the stamp tax on perfumery and patent
medicines, the only large-scale use of the 1-cent stamp was on boxes of
imported matches.  This explains the fact that almost all known copies
of the 1-cent coil bear a ‘DIV. 17’ cancel in one form or another from
the Inland Revenue Division of Montreal.  Regulations required that the
stamps affixed to imported matches be cancelled by the local Revenue
officer.[9]  The Division 17 designation in the cancel was replaced by
Port 10D sometime in 1921, following the April creation of the new
Department of Customs and Excise.[10]
     When taken in total, the evidence indicates that the coil form of the
1-cent stamp was prepared circa November 1920 solely as a special item
for a substantial importation of British matches by Maguire, Paterson
& Palmer through Montreal during late-1920 and early-1921.  This
importation was done as a prelude to the establishment of the British-
controlled Canadian Match Company Limited in late-1921.

Table 1: Value of Matches Imported into Canada by Fiscal Year
Fiscal

Year

Apr 1918

M ar 1919

Apr 1919

M ar 1920

Apr 1920

M ar 1921

Apr 1921

M ar 1922

Apr 1922

M ar 1923

Apr 1923

M ar 1924

Apr 1924

M ar 1925

Value ($)

from UK
Zero Zero $121,700 $3015 Zero $77 $72

Total

M atches

Imported

$6443 $10,409 $129,949 $12,762 $10,564 $6322 $27,279

Table 2: Value of Matches imported from the UK into Canada by
Month for the Fiscal Years of 1920-1921 and 1921-1922

Month Apr 1920 May June July August Sept

Value ($) Zero Zero Zero Zero Zero Zero

Month Oct 1920 Nov Dec Jan 1921 Feb Mar

Value ($) $50 $17,271 $10,758 $57,247 $1099 $35,275

Month Apr 1921 May June July August Sept

Value ($) Zero Zero $2554 Zero Zero Zero

Month Oct 1921 Nov Dec Jan 1922 Feb Mar

Value ($) Zero $461 Zero Zero Zero Zero

Sources for Tables:
! Canada, Trade and Commerce, Monthly Report of the Trade of Canada,
October 1920 through March 1926.
! Canada, Trade and Commerce, “Trade of Canada, Fiscal Year ended March
31, 1921,” Sessional Papers, 1922, Paper ¹ 10 b, p. 656.

Explanatory Notes
†  The uncertainty in the month of commencement stems from the annual
Trade of Canada (Table 1) for 1920-21 in which $121,650 worth of the UK
matches are entered under the British Preferential Tariff (BPT) and the

remaining $50 under the General Tariff.  The BPT would have applied only to
matches manufactured in Britain (or other ‘British’ country) and shipped either
from that country or from any other British country directly to a Canadian port. 
Goods manufactured in Britain, but transhipped from a port in a non-British
country, such as the United States, would have been subject to the higher
General Tariff.
     The $50 in UK matches entered for 1920-21 under the General Tariff in the
Annual Trade of Canada equals the value listed for the month of October 1920
in the Monthly Trade of Canada (Table 2) for which, unfortunately, the Tariff
is not specified.  The identical value could indicate that the October shipment
was perhaps just a miscellaneous importation and not part of the entry by
Maguire, Paterson & Palmer into the Canadian market.

‡  Prior to the contract of 1930 between Canadian Bank Note Company and
the government, it was standard practice for the company to recoup the cost of
plate-production by charging a higher initial price for a specified quantity of
revenue stamps and a lower price once that quantity had been exceeded.
     For example, the cost in 1922 to the Revenue Department for the one-half-
cent and one-quarter-cent George V Excise Tax stamps was 23 cents per
thousand for the first three million stamps of each value and 15 cents per
thousand thereafter.  Similarly, the initial cost of the one-tenth-cent Two Leaf
Excise Tax stamp of 1929 was 39 cents per thousand for the first one million
stamps and 15 cents per thousand thereafter.[7]  These two cases, separated by
seven years, show the same extra fee of $240 per stamp for the preparation of
the plates.
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