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As of May 1 , 1918, Canada imposed an excise tax on matches at ast

rate of 1¢ per 100 sticks or fraction thereof in a package.[1]  At the
time, this was an immense tax on a heavily used item as it represented
a doubling of the then current retail prices.  For example, one media
source reported that the retail price for the two most common sizes of
matches, namely 50 and 500, were increased from 1¢ to 2¢ and from 6¢
to 11¢, respectively.[2]

From its inception the tax was to have been paid by the manufac-
turer via stamp affixed to or printed on individual retail packages. 
However, media reports  and a Revenue Department circular of June
22 , 1918, indicate that extensive stocks on hand at manufacturers andnd

wholesalers were shipped on and after May 1  tax-paid but unstamped. st

In place of the expected adhesive stamp the payment of the tax was
indicated on invoices and the application of an “Excise Tax Paid” label
to the exterior of packing cases.  For new, post-April 30 , 1918,th

production the use of printed tax-paid marks on individual retail
packages began immediately.  However, the extensive stocks of matches
on hand meant that such imprints did not appear at the retail level for
some time after May 1 , possibly several months.[1, 3, 4, 5]st

As was the case with domestic matches, stamps were not used on
imported matches during the early days of the new tax.  In a May 6th

memo, Customs officers were instructed only that matches in bond were
not to be released until they were presented with a receipt issued by a
Revenue Collector for the amount of the excise tax due.  These
instruction were revoked by a May 22  memo that provided that allnd

imported matches were to be stamped while in Customs bond.  The
stamps used for this purpose were to be precancelled by a Revenue
officer.[3, 6, 7]

All unstamped packages of matches in the hands of agents,
wholesalers, jobbers and retailers were to be stamped by July 1 , 1918. st

Where a dealer could prove by producing invoices or affidavits from his
supplier that he had paid the tax, visiting Revenue officers issued the
required stamps free of charge.  In such situations, the stamps were to
be precancelled by the officer and the invoices and affidavits retained
in the local Revenue Department office for audit purposes.  For
unbroken cases held by agents, wholesalers or jobbers, stamps were
permitted to accompany shipments to retailers for application immedi-
ately after the cases were opened.[3, 4, 5]

Canadian Matches and Match Companies: 1918-1922

During the period of 1918-1922 the imprinted tax-paid marks on
Canadian match packages read “War Excise Tax Paid” or, less
commonly, “War Excise Tax” or “Excise War Tax Paid.”   Package
sizes for matches at the time were 25, 50, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500 and
800, but these counts were not exact.  The 25, 50 and 100-count sizes,
while all subject to the same tax of 1¢, can be identified from single
panels on the basis of their relative sizes.  Figures 1 through 3 at right
illustrate full-size examples of “War Excise Tax  Paid” imprints from
boxes of 25, 50 and 100 matches, respectively.  Below each item, the
capacity of the original box is given as “25s”, “50s” or “100s”.

The most widely distributed of the large, “household”, boxes of
matches was the 500-size.[2, 8, 9]  Illustrated on the next page in
Figures 4 is a collapsed box of the less common 800-size bearing a 8-
cent “War Excise Tax Paid” imprints.  (All % sizes are approximate.)

All of the boxes and panels illustrated thus far are products of of
the E.B. Eddy Company of Hull, Quebec.  E.B. Eddy was by far the
largest match manufacturer in Canada during the period of 1918
through 1927.[10]  Other domestic match manufacturers that operated
during the 1918/22 period include:

! Beacon Match Co., of Deseronto, Ontario, which ceased operations
circa 1922;
! Dominion Match Co., of Deseronto, Ontario, which was purchased
by E.B. Eddy in 1922 and continued production under its original name
until circa 1926; 
! Drummondville Match Co. (Les Allumettes de Drummondville) of
Drummondville, Quebec, which was known in 1917 as the Canada
Match Co. and ceased operations circa 1923;
! Eureka Match Co., of Halifax, Nova Scotia, which ceased operations
by 1920;
! G. & G. Flewelling Manufacturing Co., of Hampton, New Brunswick,
which ceased operation by 1920;
! Hall Match Co., of Vancouver, British Columbia, which ceased 
operations by 1920, and;
! J.D. Mantion, of Winnipeg, Manitoba, which ceased operations by
1920.[10, 11, 12, 13]

          

Figure 1: 25s, c.1918-22 (100%)

Figure 2: 50s, c.1918-22 (100% )

Figure 3: 100s, circa 1918-22 (100% of actual size)

Competition and Change: 1922-1927

With 1922 came two challenges to E.B. Eddy’s dominance of the
Canadian match industry.  The first of the new companies, the Canadian
Match Company of Pembroke, Ontario was established by a group of
American and British match manufacturers.  Canadian Match com-
menced production in January or February of 1922 and immediately
embarked upon an extensive advertising campaign.  For revenue stamp
collectors, the key aspect of this campaign was the “revelation” that the
standard household box of wooden matches actually held significantly
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Figure 4: 800s, circa 1918-22/23 (77% of actual size)

less than the expected 500-count.  In contrast, Canadian Match
promoted its own “Maple Leaf” brand as representing a true 400-count. 
Another aspect of the company’s production was a very small number
of brands and package sizes, in contrast to the practices of E.B.
Eddy.[14, 15]  Figures 5  and 6 on the next page illustrate examples of
Canadian Match’s flagship “Maple Leaf” brand, representing 50 and
400 matches and bearing “War Excise Tax Paid” inscriptions.

As of May 24 , 1922, the tax rate on small packages of matchesth

was converted from a flat 1¢ to ½¢ for packages of 30 through 60 and

¼¢ for packages under 30.[16]  The new rates are represented by the
“War Excise Tax Paid” imprints shown opposite in Figures 7 and 8.

The second of E.B. Eddy’s new competitors, the Match Company
of Berthierville, Quebec (with an office in Montreal), commenced
operations circa late-June or early-July of 1922.  As was the case with
Canadian Match, the Match Co. marketed a 400-count box as its
standard size of household wooden matches.  With Match Co.’s entry
into the Canadian market came the introduction of paper book-matches. 
Previously, match production in Canada had been limited to wooden
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Figure 12: 400s, April 1923 - December 1927 (69%) 
Figure 8: 50s, circa 1922 (70% )

Figure 10: Typical E.B. Eddy pre-1922/23 matchbox graphics (72%)

Figure 11:Typical E.B. Eddy graphics introduced during 1922/23 (69%)

Figure 9: 20s, c. 1922-13 (79% )

Figure 7: 25s?, c. 1922 (75% )

match es due, in large part, to the high excise tax.[14, 17, 18, 19]  An
example of Match Co.’s book-match es is illustrated below in Figure 9.

The production of Match Co. were among the first to bear “Excise
Tax Paid” imprints in place of the “War” versions seen up to that time. 
The match-boxes shown in the company’s early advertisements and all
of its book-match covers seen by this writer bear the new “Excise”
mark.  However, it should also be noted that a post-1922, 50-count box
from this company has been seen bearing a ½¢ “War” imprint.[20]

In addition to discontinuing its 500-count packages, E.B. Eddy
responded to the new market situation by trimming the number of
available brands and modernizing the graphics on its match-boxes.[21,
22]  Figures 10 and 11 at right represent the “old” and “new” graphics
for E.B. Eddy’s “Silent” brand of matches.

It appears from advertisements that the new graphics were
introduced gradually by E.B. Eddy during the 1922/23 period, accompa-
nied, in many instances, by a formal announcement of a “new box.”  For
example, the 400-count box of the company’s “Home” brand matches
given at lower-right in Figure 12 was unveiled on the front cover of the
April 13 , 1923, issue of the Canadian Grocer.  As may be surmisedth

from this particular item, the shift by E.B. Eddy to the new “Excise”
imprint appears to have coincided with these new graphics.

Figure 5: 400s, circa 1922-23 (65% of actual size)

Figure 6: 50s, c. Jan-M ay 1922 (71% )
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 Some of the very first E.B. Eddy products to bear the “Excise”
imprint may have been the small, 25-match boxes taxed at ¼¢.  (See
Figure 13 at right.)  A rapid introduction of the new inscription for these
small boxes would explain the extreme scarcity of the ¼¢ “War Excise
Tax Paid” imprint.  (See Figure 7.)  Only one design format for the
latter item was reported in a 1990 study by Zaluski, whereas many
different design formats of the ½¢ “War” imprint are known.[23]   

By February of 1923, E.B. Eddy had settled upon the following
brands and sizes for its large boxes of household matches:

100s - Bob White    200s - Eagle     300s - Owl
400s - Blackbird, Buffalo, Castor, Home, Red Bird, Silent

The 800-count Royal George brand is not mentioned in the 1923 price
list but is present in both a 1918 brand list and a February 1924 price
list.[24, 25]

As late as February of 1926, Canadian Match was producing large
boxes of matches (ie. 100 or more sticks) only in a 400-size.  Their
brands, however, had expanded to include “Maple Leaf”, “Blue
Ribbon” and “Swan”.  Two additional brands, “Pine Tree” and “Bull
Dog”, are known  but do not appear in any of the February 1923
through February 1926 price lists.  Thus, it would appear that these two
brands may not have been introduced until sometime in 1926 or 1927,
prior to the absorption of Canadian Match into the Eddy Match
Company.[24, 25]

As far as this writer has been able to determine, Match Co.
produced only two brands of household matches, “Red Head” and
“Laurier”, in a single, 400-count size.  In May of 1923, this company
was renamed the World Match Corporation and its lines of household
matches were extended during the 1923-1927 period to encompass five
brands in two sizes, namely: “Red Head” 300s and 400s, “Laurier” 300s
and 400s, “World” 400s, “Economy/Economique” 400s and “Midget”
400s.  As with Canadian Match, 1927 would mark the final year of
World Match.  It too would be absorbed into Eddy Match.[14, 24, 25] 

Figure 14 at right illustrates a top-panel from a 400-count box of
“Laurier” matches with a scarce, French-language “Taxe d’Accise
Payée” imprint as used by World Match.  Figure 15 illustrates a
complete, flattened box of “Midget Matches” bearing the English-
language “Excise” imprint.  World Match’s “Midget” brand may have
been produced to compete against E.B. Eddy’s “Red Bird” brand, which
was also a smaller variety of matchstick.

The first company to use a French-language tax-paid imprint nay
have been E.B. Eddy.  In the March 10 , 1922, issue of Canadianth

Grocer the company announced and illustrated its new “Castor” brand,
a product that was promoted as being “printed in French” and intended
specifically for the French-Canadian market.[26]

As of July 1 , 1927, the excise tax on matches was reduced fromst

1¢ to ¾¢ per 100, or fraction thereof.  Smaller packages of 30 through
60 were now taxed  at 3/8¢ and packages under 30 at 3/16¢.[27]  Figure
16 on the next page illustrates a panel from a 50-count (pocket)
matchbox while Figure 17 shows a panel from an 100-count matchbox.

The standard household box of 400 matches was now subject to a
3¢ tax.  One such box, produced by World Match and bearing an
imprint revalued from 4¢ to 3¢, is illustrated opposite in Figure 18. 
Figures 19, 20 and 21 illustrate three boxes produced during the second
half of 1927 under new tax rate.  These items represent the two of the
three manufacturers then operating in Canada, Dominion Match having
ceased its operations by 1927.  The identification of these items as 400s
rather than 300s is done on the basis of the height of the side panels,
which for standard E.B. Eddy and Canadian Match boxes are approxi-
mately 45 mm and for the square, more compact World Matches
approximately 42 mm.  Of course, the smaller “Midget” brand from
World Match and the similar “Red Bird” product of E.B. Eddy have
side panels that are only approximately 33 and 35 mm high, respec-
tively.

Figure 13: 25s, circa 1922-27 (100%)

Figure 14: 400s, circa 1923-27 (69%)

Figure 15: 400s, circa 1923-27 (67%)
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Figure 16: 50s, c. late-1927 (71%)

Figure 17: 100s, c. late 1927 (75% )

Figure 18: 400s, circa July 1927 (69%)

Figure 19: 400s, circa July-Dec. 1927 (65%)

Figure 20: 400s, circa July-Dec. 1927 (65%)

Figure 21: 400s, circa July-Dec. 1927 (65%)
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Figure 22: 25s, circa 1928-1930s (79%)

Figure 23: 50s, circa 1928-39 (75%)

Figure 24: 20s, c. 1928-33 (103% )

Figure 26: 300s, circa 1928-1930s (65%)

Figure 25: 20s, c. 1927-33 (95% )

The Formation of the Eddy Match Company

During the period of 1922 through 1927, a combination of overproduc-
tion and price competition led to severe financial losses in the match
industry in Canada.  These loses and other, political, considerations led
in the last quarter of 1927 to an agreement to merge World Match,
Canadian Match, the defunct Dominion Match and the match division
of E.B. Eddy.  While the first three companies would disappear entirely
into the new corporate entity, E.B. Eddy continued on with its other
operations as a general wood-products company.

The new Eddy Match Company Limited was incorporated on
December 14 , 1927, with operations commencing January 1 , 1928. th st

Eddy Match, with plants in Pembroke, Berthierville and, for a very short
time, in premises leased from E.B. Eddy in Hull, was controlled by
Bryant & May of Great Britain.  Bryant & May had been the majority
shareholder in Canadian Match and had purchased the entirety of World
Match earlier in 1927.  Bryant & May’s chairman became the president
of Eddy Match, while the general manger of Canadian Match continued
in this position at the new company.  The first managing director of
Eddy Match was the president of Diamond Match, an American match
company.

E.B. Eddy held a minority share of Eddy Match and was not
represented on its Board of Directors.  The involvement of E.B. Eddy
in the merger resulted from a process by which R.B. Bennett, newly
elected leader of the federal Conservative Party, future Prime Minister
and majority shareholder in E.B. Eddy, divested himself of his business
interests.[28]

Figures 22 and 23 below illustrate 25 and 50-count boxes of
pocket-matches as produced by Eddy Match.  Both of these brands had
previously been the product of E.B. Eddy.  A 20-count matchbook
cover from the new Eddy Match is given at right in Figure 24.  Figure
25 shows an imported 20-count matchbook from this period bearing an
adhesive stamp. 

Figure 26 at right illustrates  E.B. Eddy’s old “Owl” brand of 300
matches, now the product of Eddy Match, while Figures 27 and 28 on
the next page illustrate two different 400-count brands formerly
produced by Canadian Match.  For one of the former Canadian Match
brands (Figure 27), Eddy Match retained the small tax-paid imprint that
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Figure 28: 400s, circa 1928-34 (63%)

Figure 27: 400s, circa 1928-34 (63%)

Figure 29: 50s, c. 1931-40 (97% )

Figure 30: 20s, c. 1933-40 (73%)

Figure 31: 20s, c. 1936-40 (76%) Figure 32: 20s, c. 1938-40 (73%)

was characteristic of the old company, while the reverse of the other box
(Figure 28) was redesigned in keeping with the old E.B. Eddy format.

Post-1927 Competition for Eddy Match

Following the formation of Eddy Match, which had amalgamated all of
the exiting match production in Canada, several other companies
formed to compete with the new monopoly.  The first such company,
Aurora Match, was organized in 1928,but was apparently bought out by
Eddy Match prior to any commercial production.  In April of 1929, the
Hull Match Company was incorporated but produced few matches
before becoming defunct.  A third company, Columbia Match,
manufactured matches at St. Johns (St. Jean), Quebec from June of 1929
until February of 1932, at which time it went bankrupt.  It was then
reorganized under new owners as the Commonwealth Match Company
and recommenced production in March of 1933.  Sometime in 1931, a
fourth company, the Canada Match Company began its production of
matches in Hull, Quebec.[29]  A 50-count box (taxed at 3/8¢) from
Canada Match is illustrated below in Figure 29.

Canadian Revenue Newsletter m30, March 2000 9



Figure 33: 20s, c. 1933-36 (92% )

Figure 34: 20s, 1936-40 (85% )

Figure 37: 300s, circa 1931-40 (70%)

Figure 36: 300s, circa 1933-40 (69%)

Figure 35: 30s, circa 1938-39

As of March 22 , 1933, the tax rates on small packages of matchesnd

were realigned as follows: 31 to 60 were taxed at 3/8¢, 21 to 30 at 3/16¢
and 1 to 20 at 3/20¢.[30]  This date marked the introduction of the
3/20¢ rate for the standard 20-count matchbooks that were previously
taxed at 3/16¢.  Figures 30, 31 and 32 on the previous page represent
the matchbook production of three different companies under the 1933
rates:  Eddy Match, Federal Match (from 1936 onwards) and Strike-Rite
Match (from 1938 or 39).[31]

Imported 20-count matchbooks are represented by the items shown
at left in Figures 33 and 34.  The first such item was produced in the
United States while the second was made in England for the Canadian
Pullmatch Company of Toronto, Ontario.

The new 3/16¢ rate for packages of 30 matches (previously subject
to a 3/8¢ tax) is represented by the book-cover shown at lower-left in
Figure 35.  This item was produced by Book Match Manufacturers Ltd.
of Toronto, Ontario, who commenced production in 1938.[31]

In April of 1934, the entire match industry in Canada, then
comprising Canada Match, Commonwealth Match and Eddy Match,
adopted a 300-count as their standard size for household wooden
matches, reducing their old 400-count brands to the new size.[32]  Two
of these 300-count boxes, taxed at 2¼¢ and the respective product of
Commonwealth Match and Canada Match, are illustrated below in
Figures 36 and 37.  However, it must be noted that Canada Match had
been producing a 300-count box as early as 1932.  In addition, Eddy
Match produced at least one store-brand (“Red and White”)with a 300-
count prior to April of 1934.  No comparable  information regarding
Commonwealth Match is known to this writer.[33]

An examination of 300-count boxes suggests that the introduction
of the new 300-count standard was accompanied by a reduction in the
size of the tax-paid imprint used by Eddy Match on the bottom of its
boxes.  A large tax-paid imprint on box-bottoms was characteristic of
the old E.B. Eddy lines.  An example of a box with one of the new,
smaller imprints on its bottom-side is shown on the next page in Figure
38.  It should be recalled, however, that Eddy Match had for some time
been using small tax-paid imprints on certain boxes derived from old
Canadian Match designs.  At the very least, it may said that at some
point during the early-1930s Eddy Match reduced the size of the large
tax-paid imprints still in use.  Two examples of 25-count boxes with the
new, smaller tax-paid marks are given opposite in Figures 39 and 40.

The notable exception to this reduction in the size of Eddy Match’s
tax-paid imprints is the company’s 50-count “Sesqui” brand (Figure
23).  The items seen by this writer indicate that this particular brand
retained its large tax-paid imprint until the end of the excise stamp tax
on matches.

(To be continued)
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Figure 38: 300s, circa 1934-40 (67%)

Figure 39: 25s, circa early-1930s to 1940 (77%)

Figure 40: 25s, circa-1930s to 1940 (76% )
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